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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-3, 8-10 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by JP 7- 
27430. With respect to claims 1, 8, 9, 10, JP 7-27430 discloses the following: 

• Inner container (Fig. 10, item 1) having a bridging member that supports the 
outer container (Fig. 10, item 9) extending through a vibration absorbing portion 
(Fig. 10, item 6), wherein the bridging member extends to an area beyond the 
outer container (Fig. 1 0) 

• Outer container supporting the bridging member (Fig. 10, item 2) 

• Cover member creating a vacuum space (Fig. 10, item 1 1 ) wherein the cover 
inherently provides a vacuum space since said cover seals the space between 
the cover and bridging member, and there is a vacuum space between the inner 
and outer containers [0015] 

With respect to claim 2, JP 7-27330 discloses a supporting member (Fig. 10, 
item 6) inside the cover member that supports the bridging member. 

With respect to claim 3, JP 7-27330 discloses the inner and outer containers 
being bonded at lips (Fig. 1, item 3, 3'). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may hot be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over JP 7- 
27330 in view of Skinner et al. (US 3207354). With respect to claim 4, JP 7-27330 
discloses the claimed invention except for the a heat conduction hole being provided in 
the middle of a heat conduction path of a member constituting the heat conduction path 
from the inner to the outer container. However, Skinner et al. teaches a pressurized 
container having a path from an inner to outer container, wherein the path has heat 
conduction holes, in order to minimize heat leak (Col. 6, Lines 70-75). Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
add heat conduction holes to the support member of JP 7-27330 as taught by Skinner 
et al. so as to minimize heat leak. 

5. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over JP 7- 
27330 in view of Kloeckner et al. (US 3355051 ). JP 7-27330 discloses the claimed 
invention except for the bridging member and support member being threadedly 
engaged. However. Kloeckner et al. teaches a pressurized container wherein the 
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support member (Fig. 1, item 19) and bridging member (Fig. 1, item 18) are threadedly 
engaged, thereby providing a secure interface. Therefore, it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to configure the interface 
between the bridging member and support member of JP 7-27330 to be threadedly 
engaged as taught by Kloeckner et al. so as to provide a secure interface. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 5-6, 11-12 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments filed 9/1 1/06 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. Applicant argues that JP-7-27330 fails to disclose the cover member 
forming a vacuum seal. However, JP 7-27330 discloses the space between the inner 
and outer containers being a vacuum space, therefore the cover member must provide 
a vacuum seal in order to preserve the integrity of the intermediate space. 

Conclusion 

8. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Eugene Lhymn whose telephone number is 571-272- 
8712. The examiner can normally be reached on MTWT 6-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Anthony Stashick can be reached on (571)272-4561. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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(54) DOUBLE WALL METAL VACUUM CONTAINER 
(57) [Abstract] 

[Purpose] In a double wall metal vacuum container, to minimize heat loss, control 
vibrations of the inner container, and improve durability. 
[Constitution] A double wall metal vacuum container is formed by joining a 
cylindrical clasp 6 which is established on the lower surface of the base of the inner 
container 1 to a criss-cross clasp 9 which is established on the upper surface of the 
base of the outer container, making contact with the periphery of the rib 7 of the 
inner peripheral surface of the cylindrical clasp 6 and the criss-cross clasp 9. 



[Utility model registration claim] 

[Claim 1] A double wall metal vacuum container comprising a metal inner container, a 
metal outer container and vacuumed space between wherein said inner container and said 
outer container are joined together by a plurality of connecting parts on the peripheries in 
point or linear contact. 

[Claim 2] A double wall metal vacuum container comprising a metal inner container, a 
metal outer container and vacuumed space between wherein said inner container and said 
outer container are joined together with an insulator sandwiched between. 
[Claim 3] A double wall metal vacuum container comprising a metal inner container and 
metal outer container with a vacuum space sandwiched between the inner container and 
outer container and there are established contacts which make point or linear contact at a 
plurality of locations in the peripheral direction of the common base of the inner 
container and outer container or make contact by means of thermal insulation of both 
containers and their common base, and connect on end of the overflow pipe at the 
discharge opening of a plug inserted in the opening of the above-mentioned inner 
container,, making contact with the other end of said overflow pipe at the inner surface of 
the base of the above-mentioned inner container. 

[Claim 4] The double wall metal vacuum container as characterized in Claim 3 wherein 
there is a recess for receiving air at the bottom of the inside wall of said inner container. 

[Brief Description of the Drawings] 
[Figure 1] A cross-sectional view of Embodiment 1 



[Figure 2] A decomposition perspective view of the cylinder metal clasp and crisscross 
metal clasp of Embodiment 1 

[Figure 3] An abbreviated cross-sectional view of one part of Embodiment 2. 
[Figure 4] An abbreviated cross-sectional view of one part of Embodiment 3. 
[Figure 5] An abbreviated cross-sectional view of one part of Embodiment 4. 
[Figure 6] An abbreviated cross-sectional view of one part of Embodiment 5. 
[Figure 7] An abbreviated cross-sectional view of one part of Embodiment 6. 
[Figure 8] An abbreviated cross-sectional view of one part of Embodiment 7. 
[Figure 9] A cross-sectional view of Embodiment 8 

[Figure 10] An abbreviated cross-sectional view of one part of Embodiment 9. 
[Description of Symbols] 

1 Inner container 

2 Outer Container 

3 3' Opening 

5 Flange 

6 6' Cylindrical metal clasp 

7 7* Rib 

8 Hole 

9 Crisscross metal clasp 

1 1 End Plate 

12 Heat Insulator 

13 Recess 

14 Hole 



15 Cover Cap 

16 16' Projected part 

17 17 Recess 

1 8 Heat Insulator 

19 Bulge Section 

21 Projection 

22 Rubber Stopper 

23 Intake Opening 

24 Outtake Opening 

25 Adapter 

26 Overflow Pipe 

27 Opening 

28 Air layer 

29 Recess 
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[Detailed Explanation of the Design] 
[0001] 

[Industrial Application] 

This design is related to a double wall metal vacuum container. 
[0002] 

[Description of the Prior Art] 

While metals, such as stainless steel, constitute the container of the dual structure of an 
inner container and an outer container and carrying out the junction unification of the 
opening peripheral edge of both inner and outer containers, the double wall metal vacuum 
container which made the vacuum the space section between both the inner and outer 
containers is known from the former. Moreover, in order that the joint in the opening 
peripheral edge of both the inner and outer containers may prevent damage by the impact 
or vibration, to the metal clasps with a hole attached in the inferior surface of a projection 
of the inner container, the cartridge metal clasps attached in the base of an outer container 
are set, some gap is inserted, and there is restricted vibration of the inner container by 
impact etc. to the range of the above-mentioned gap as is known ( refer to JP61- 
168322 A). 
[0003] 

[Problem(s) to be Solved by the Device] 

However, within the limits of the gap between the metal clasps of both containers, when 
it is used having installed in a location in which there are regular vibrations, since there 
was some gap between both containers and even with metal clasps which represented 
measures against impacts as mentioned above, since the inner container always vibrated, 



the joint was damaged at an early stage and there was a problem with durability. 
[0004] 

This design solves a technical problem by offering a double wall metal vacuum container 
with impact-proofing and with excellent durability, vibration-proofing, heat loss control 
to the minimum. 
[0005] 

[Means for Solving the Problem] 

The 1st design for solving the above-mentioned technical problem has a dual structure of 
a metal inner container and an outer container, and considers both as being in point 
contact or a configuration which is carried out through line contact in two or more places 
in the peripheral direction between the above-mentioned inner container and an outer 
container in a double wall metal vacuum container which makes the space section 
between both the inner and outer containers into a vacuum. 
[0006] 

The 2nd design has a dual structure of a metal inner container and an outer container, and 
considers the above-mentioned inner container and an outer container in a configuration 
contacted through the heat insulator in the double wall metal vacuum container which 
comes to make the space section between both inner and outer containers into a vacuum. 
[0007] 

The double wall metal vacuum container of the 3rd design has the dual structure of a 
metal inner container and an outer container, and makes the space section between both 
inner and outer containers into a vacuum through point contact or the contact section in 
which line contact is carried out or both the peripheral edges of both containers are 



contacted through a heat insulator in two or more places in the peripheral direction for 
both an inner container, and an outer container. It considers the configuration in which 
the end of an overflow pipe was connected an opening of the plug inserted in the opening 
of the above-mentioned inner container, and the other end of this overflow pipe was 
connected to the bottom side of the above-mentioned inner container. 
[0008] 

The 4th design is considered as the configuration in which there is established a recess 

for air accumulation at the inner surface of the base of said inner container as in the 3rd 

design. 

[0009] 

[Function] 

Concerning the 1st design, vibration is regulated at two or more point contacts or on the 
line contact part to which a inner container exists in the peripheral direction. Moreover, 
as for the 2nd design, vibration of a inner container is similarly regulated through a heat 
insulator. 
[0010] 

Moreover, the 3rd design has the same operation as the 1st and 2 nd designs, and also if an 
open side is used downward, turning it, an air space will produce the vacuum duplex 
container between overflow-pipe upper limit and the inner container's bottom side, and 
the air space gives heat insulation over the contact section. 
[0011] 

The 4th design also turns and uses an opening side downward, and an air space will be 
made in the recess, giving heat insulation over the contact section. 



[0012] 

[Embodiment] 

The 1st embodiment shown in Figure 1 is an embodiment of the 1st design, and has a 
dual structure of the inner container 1 made from stainless steel, and an outer container 2, 
and carries out the junction unification of opening 3' of an outer container 2 by welding 
on the peripheral edge of the opening 3 of the inner container 1 . 
[0013] 

The flange 5 of the cylinder metal clasps 6 (refer to Figure 2) which have a flange 5 on 
the bottom subordinate side of the above-mentioned inner container 1 is joined by 
welding. A rib 7 is formed in the cylindrical peripheral surfaces of these cylinder metal 
clasps 6. The crisscross metal clasps 9 (refer to Figure 2) were inserted in the hole 8 
established in the opening of the outer container 2, and the end plate 1 1 formed in the 
lower limit of the crisscross metal clasps 9 is joined to the surroundings of a hole 8 on a 
bottom subordinate side. 
[0014] 

The above-mentioned crisscross metal clasps 9 are inserted into the cylinder metal clasps 
6 of the inner container 1, and each side of the four pieces in the vertical direction are 
combined with the cross-joint form point contact into a cross condition to the inside of a 
rib 7. 
[0015] 

The air of the space part between the above-mentioned inner container 1 and the outer . 
container 2 is eliminated from the part of the chip 10, and is held by obstructing this chip 
10 by a vacuum. 



[0016] 

Even if there is dislodging of the double wall metal vacuum container of the 1st 
embodiment, and impact and vibration occurs for the inner container 1, it is regulated so 
that there is radial vibration to an outer container 2, and it does not affect the bonding 
strength of the openings 3 and 3\ Moreover, since contact between both the metal clasps 
6 and 9 is point contact, heat transfer between both the containers 1 and 2 is suppressed to 
the minimum. 
[0017] 

The 2nd embodiment shown Figure 3 forms the recess 13 of the shape of a taper as in 
other embodiments of the 1st design and carries out entry to the inner container 1 in the 
inner direction, inserts in the above-mentioned recess 13 the crisscross metal clasp 9 
joined to the base part of an outer container 2, and carries out point contact of four pieces 
of points of the crisscross metal clasps 9 to the inside of the above-mentioned recess 13. 
There is an advantage in that only one metal clasp is sufficient, one of the crisscross 
metal clasps 9 compared with the number required by the 1st embodiment. 
[0018] 

The 3rd embodiment shown in Figure 4 as in the 1st design, joins the crisscross metal 
clasp 9 to the bottom subordinate side of the inner container 1, inserts this in the hole 14 
of the base part of the outer container 2, and it effects point contact to the inner side of 
the hole 14. Moreover, the cover cap 15 is joined at the tip of the above-mentioned hole 
14 and the crisscross metal clasp 9 to the bottom inside side of an outer container 2. 
There is an advantage in that only one metal clasp is sufficient. 
[0019] 



The 4th embodiment shown in Figure 5 carries out point contact of the projection 21 to 
the above-mentioned bulge section 19 of the plurality of inward directions which is part 
of the embodiment of the 1st design, forming the bulge section 19 in the body section of 
the inner container 1 , and was formed in the body section of the outer container 2. 
[0020] 

The 5th embodiment shown in Figure 6 is an embodiment of the 2nd design, and it inserts 
the crisscross metal clasp 9 in the inside of the heat insulator 12 while it supports the 
annular heat insulator 12 which is fitted into the inside of the cylinder metal clasps 6 by 
rib T. In this case, while vibration of the inner container 1 is regulated, it becomes still 
smaller than if there were heat transfer between both the metal clasps 6 and 9 as in said 
1st design. 
[0021] 

The 6th embodiment shown in Figure 7 is another embodiment of the 2nd design, and it 
counters the base part of the outer container 2 with the above-mentioned projected part 16, 
and forms the recess 17 along the major diameter, fits the upper limit section of the heat 
insulator 18 of a cartridge into the peripheral face of the above-mentioned projected part 
16, and fits the lower limit section into the inner skin of the above-mentioned recess 17 
while it forms a projected part 16 in the bottom side of the inner container 1 . Vibration of 
the inner container 1 is transmitted to the outer container 2 through the above-mentioned 
heat insulator 18. 
[0022] 

With other embodiments of the 2nd design, and the recess 17' with major diameter is 
formed in the inner container 1, and it forms a projected part 16' of a minor diameter in 



the outer container 2, and the 7th embodiment shown in Figure 8 fits the cylindrical shape 
heat insulator 18 into the inner skin of above-mentioned recess 17' and the peripheral face 
of the projected part 16', and operates in the same way as with the 5 th embodiment. 
[0023] 

With embodiment 8 as with embodiment 3 shown in Figure 9, the bracing prevention 
means of the inner container 1 uses the cylindrical shape metal clasps 6 and the crisscross 
metal clasps 9 as in the 1 st above-mentioned embodiment. 

The rubber stopper 22 is inserted in the opening 3 of the inner container 1 in this 8th 
embodiment. The rubber stopper 22 had the opening 23 and the flood opening 24, and 
has connected the overflow pipe 26 to the flood opening 24 through the adapter 25. The 
upper limit of this overflow pipe 26 approaches the base of the inner container 1, and the 
opening 27 forming an inclination in the upper limit section is opened wide in the inner 
container 1 . 
[0024] 

The vacuum duplex container of the 8th embodiment installs by turning the opening 3 
side of the inner container 1 down, and is used in that way. In this case, if the level of the 
water put in the inner container 1 reaches the opening 27 of the overflow pipe 26's upper- 
limit section, since water will be overflow, the fixed air space 28 always exists in the 
upper limit section (bottom surface part) of the inner container 1 . Therefore, the air space 
28 gives insulation for heat transfer from the contact part of the cylinder metal clasps 6 
and the crisscross metal clasps 9 to the liquid in the inner container 1 . 
[0025] 

The 9th embodiment shown in Figure 10 is an embodiment of the 4th design, and 



establishes the recess 29 for air accumulation which carries out a reentry in the direction 
of the outer container 2 at the base of the inner container 1, and makes the upper limit of 
an overflow pipe 26 face the recess 29. The cylinder metal clasps 6 fix to the opposite 
side of this recess 29, and constitute the contact section between the crisscross metal 
clasps 9 of an outer container 2. 
[0026] 

If the opening 3 is installed downward also in this case, water is fills in the inner 
container 1, the interior of a recess 29 will serve as an air space 28, and that part will 
provide heat insulation. 
[0027] 

[Effect of the Device] 

As mentioned above, since vibration of the inner container is controlled by two or more 
sites in the peripheral direction in a inner container and an outer container, even if 
impact and vibration are added at point contact or by line contact, the 1st design of this 
application is effective in improving durability. Moreover, since both containers only 
touch by point contact or line contact, heat transfer between both containers is controlled 
to the minimum. Heat transfer of the 2 nd design decreases further by mediation of a heat 
insulator while vibration of the inner container is controlled. 
[0028] 

Heat transfer is controlled and a vacuum provides insulation in the 3 rd and 4 th designs 
inside the contact section of a inner container and an outer container when used. 



